2;o                      THE MOHAMMEDANS.
since Hulagu, the brother of Mangu Khan, ruled over Western Asia, emigration from Persia to China had considerably increased. I think it not unlikely that the Mohammedans now scattered over the whole of China proper, and forming large communities, especially in the provinces of Kansu, Shansi, and Chili, are for the greater part descendants of those Saracens mentioned by M. Polo in the same provinces. Eashid-eddm states in his description of China (Yule's " Cathay," 269) that in his time all the inhabitants of Karadjang (Yunnan) were Mo-hammedaiis; and I feel tolerably certain also that the Mohammedans of Yunnan, called Pantkays by the Burmese, and who in 1857 captured Ta li fu from the Chinese, and maintained their power in this province till 1873, may be traced back to the time of the Mongol emperors.
The Yuan shi gives many biographies of distinguished Mohammedans in the service of the Mongols. A number of them occupied high offices. I may quote the names of the Hui-ho met with in the history of the Mongols, and notice occasionally some particulars from their biographies.
In chap. cxxv. we find the biography of Sai-dien-chi shan-sze-dinff, called also Wu-ma-rh. He was a Hm-hu and a descendant of the JBie-an-to-rh.m In his country Sai-dien-cJii means " noble family." He has a long biography, from which we learn that he submitted to Chinghiz when the latter waged war in Western Asia, and entered his life-guard. Under Ogotai and Mangu Khans he was governor and held other offices. Khubilai Khan appointed him minister. He died in Yunnan, where he had been governor. He left five sons, viz., Na-su-la-diny (Nasr-uddm), Ha-san (Hassan), Hu-sin (Hussein), Shan-su-ding wu-mo-Ut and Ma~su-Jw (Mas'ud). All these held high offices.
JUa-m-la-ding has a separate biography in the same
688 Pdghemler in Persian means " prophet,"   See note 384.